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now to the Huguenots of France, now to the Queen of
England. He rallied the Flemish nobles in conference,
sent Montigny to Spain to remonstrate with the King;
when Philip peremptorily orders a force to be raised to
help the King of France against the Huguenots, the
Prince in Council succeeded in resisting the attempt.
A scheme is even formed to obtain the annexation of
Brabant to the Empire. Defying the royal opposition,
the Prince goes to the coronation of the Emperor
Maximilian at Frankfort. There and elsewhere he
carries on negotiations with German chiefs. Margaret
and Philip are warned that he has some great design
on hand. Whatever it was, no solid alliance was
effected. At the same time, he is in relations with
Elizabeth's agents, Throckmorton and Gresham. But
neither Elizabeth nor the German princes were willing
to engage in an open defiance of Spain.

The hostility to the Cardinal waxed fiercer day by
day. Egmont and other nobles treated him with
haughty contempt. The people filled the streets with
pasquinades and burlesques. Orange and Egmont
worked incessantly against him. As early as 1561,
they had formally urged his recall. Montigny's mission
had the same object. Throughout the year 1563 a
series of despatches were addressed to Philip signed by
Orange, Egmont, and Horn, formally demanding the
withdrawal of the Cardinal, and refusing to serve with
him in Council. The Regent herself began to weary of
her imperious factotum. Philip remained obstinate, per-
plexed, and irresolute. At his side rivals of the
Cardinal insinuated doubts and suspicions. The savage
Duke of Alva, who now appears upon the scene, stoutly